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Cool
Conditioning

There's a popular story of a
dog that knew his dog-
walker was coming every
Wednesday because the
delivery boy dropped off
the weekly groceries half
an hour earlier. The dog
associated the second,
pleasurable event with the
seemingly mundane first
one because the boy's
appearance always
preceded the walker's.

This is an example of
"Classical" or "Pavlovian"
conditioning.
Understanding it is helpful

for any dog owner,
regardless of the dog's age.
That's because you can
teach an aging dog new
tricks.

What is Classical
Conditioning?

Pavlovian theory is based
on the process of
association. At first, when
presenting food, Pavloy
measured the extent of his
dogs' salivation response.
After a while he began to
ring a bell before offering
the food. Soon he merely
rang the bell; the dogs
salivated as much as if
there were food in front of
them.

What's the practical
application? Perhaps your
dog associates the delivery
boy's weekly visit with the
arrival of the dog-walker.
Or he learns that a gentle
walking pace leads to less
stress on his neck from a
tight collar. To him one
event leads to another

whether or not it's actually
related.

Trainers use classical
methods to condition
specific responses by
teaching the dog to
associate events. And so
can you. Classical
conditioning happens to
your dog because he s
intelligent, regardless of
whether you influence it.

For instance, he may
associate being alone and
frightened for hours at a
time with you tuming on
your coffee machine in the
morning. Perhaps he
begins whining and pacing.

What do you do to
counter-influence his
association? Fortunately
you can manipulate it.
Especially now that you
understand it. This is how
you can put the theory into
practice,
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PHONE TREE:

Every winter, the same issuc seems to come up, “How do we know if a meeting is cancelled?”
Well, after a lengthy discussion, the Executive Board has decided that we would like to setup a
phone tree to let people know when a meeting has been cancelled at the last minute. Obviously,
to call all the membership, especially when we know many will not make it anyway, is difficult.
So, we decided to establish a phone tree with everyone who is interested in participating calling
one to two people. Hopefully, this will take the major burden away from any one individual yet
keep everyone informed. If you would like to be a part of this phone tree, please let me know by
February 15, 2006, by either email or phone. All I need is your name and the phone number you
would like to be called at, whether it's at home, work or a cell phone. Once [ have all the names
and numbers, I will put together a phone tree chart and share it with all those involved.

We hope that this will help everyone. Let me know if you would like to be part of this,

Jeffrey D. Ball
iball@hpae.org or Jeffbetsyball@yahoo.com home phone 201-689-1323
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President’s Letter

I would like to thank Nancy Nathanson for storing the historian materials for us. She
unfortunately now needs the space and has returned them to us. | have moved them into our
storage area and will slowly be going through the materials and transferring them to plastic
containers to help keep them sate and easier to transport. We still need someone to take over as
Club Historian. Once I get it all organized it will be easier to display and bring to meetings,

What I have found so far is quite interesting. Who is that club member in the photo from 19647
HMMMMM? [ have always liked history and feel it is of utmost importance to maintain the past
of any organization. If anyone has marked catalogs or if you served as show chair and have show
results please bring them to a meeting o I can add them to the catalog file. We have lots of
catalogs but unfortunately not many are marked.

1 have arranged for our March 8th program. Sheri Morant, Manager Influencer Markets, The
lams Company will be speaking on Tams/Eukanuba nutritional innovations. breeder programs
which are available and any questions on nutritional information members may have. lams will
be sponsoning our shows in October. | will also be inviting members of Monticello KC and
Palisades KC to attend that evening.

We are working on setting up a phone chain to notify our membership if we need to cancel a
meeting. Considering the weather especially in the winter months (and only on Wednesday
evenings) the phone list will be extremely helpful. Thanks to Jeffrey for volunteering to set this
up for the Club.

Here are some interesting facts about Ramapo Kennel Club.

The first Dog Show and Obedience Trial (for Novice & Open classes only) was held on
Saturday March 23, 1963 in the Paterson New Jersey Armory on Market Street in Paterson. The
entry fee was $6,00 plus 25 cents for AKC listing fee.

The cost of the catalog was $1.00 Admission: $1.00 adults .50 children

Total entry was 810 dogs 818 entries

*In 1968 Ramapo held two shows one in March and one in November.

Ten years later on November 18, 1973 the show was still in the Armory.

Entry fee: $9.00 (included AKC fee)
Admission: $1.50 adults .50 children
Total entry 1222dogs 1244 cntrics

Hope you enjoyed a little history of our Club.

Ruth











































